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UMMARY: 1) Cardinal Salles said that the Pastoral Docue 
ment of ths Netioneal Conference of Brasiiian DS 
2 clear statement of the Church's present policy via @ Vie 
the goverment which is to continue to criticize the govern- 
mane on moral 4ssues Of particular concern to the Church, 
but to endeavor to avoid provoking ¢he government unneces= 
saraly. 2) The Cardinal has cneratically cultivated ths 
ndship of President Medic’ and and belfeves thet he has dea 
veloped @ good pppoe relational ip 3) fhe more 
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ize has mingeaned markediy since Fab- 
suary but the scare fssua f9 atala eeriously damaging — 
AUG 25 1079 ‘B¥asil’s image overseas. This Sa = be resolved only 
—— ‘by a prisons to inspection which yoy = 1 feels, 


be done omly by a domestic lg 

aACLOAY and passionately a to — : ea teche 
n ques wich inhibit a bodily func 6) The meetings 
Be in Salvador between Blhaceom Sit menage of the Church and rural 
, Labor are merely an initial attempt to determine how the : 
VEUFSR Can assist Ghe rural worker, ae the Cardinal seens 
more confident than. before that the 1 ode 

he bas urged the es to take toward | the 
best for the Churck 
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PASS are roported below, No efeo 
been made £0 > andiicate which views were exprese 
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political and aided that be and cr were 





EDI cn the other hand, will can- 

Sines is aaa ne ee ee, euch ag torture and — 

mean Figntea, whieh ave of direct and crucial interest to 

the Gumrch, Ee said that the Pastoral Document was a 
expres a | the Chureh! e 
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: _ rou tong private segeicn with hime le alse had & 
Enres nOUr conversation wath Juetfice Minister I ‘ 
st ee with Ministers 





SRS 3 to 4 cane, ae he dealt 
Ld and : the Preaident himsel?, 


in nis a cn larder with officials the | BS L discuse 
- 264 the & Fange 
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phesiged the Church's concern with the susrens? 
habeas corpus in political cases, the institution of 
censorehip end his belief that the 





Shs Scumeng the President a. to 
before §& was made available to the press. Dom . 





rove ae pate wee ME ETE? oun Gt gn 
Carding) wae » favorably impressed wi with Minge 
5 ates ‘as om . 


Scie ees Sana ore 
pr 
‘ prayer y Sebo th = AER U ata ates consisting of 
4 Pfering political, views, Dom 












good wilk of the President and Buseaas he did not yet have 
seal faith or confidence im the abiiity of the government 
a8 @ wnole to labor for real social justice. 








a ogative ae ; from that aeeter. 


a Taye ortant wa e224 that “the young priests 
ppossd to the Church's posture wore a omal) 
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the reporting officer mentdosied Dom Helder Camara as a | 
Ligntiy, “but Bon Raghato’ seb tad eat Shes for ase 62 
7 ) ¥8 SF WAS Foo 
from the mainstream of Church life and did not have 


Gime with goverment leaders recently was spent defending 
Dom Heider from enthusiastic critics, He stressed to then 
that Dom Helder preached the attainmant of scefial justice 
therefore should be looked on with 

eC ment, The resistance to this approach 
from individuals who wanted “to do somathing about Dom. 
Helder" was very strong, however, and Cardinal Salles did 
BOG think his arguments changed many governmental minds, 
added wryly that Dom Helder’s inflammatory addresa in 
raras had not made his task amy easier, 


> Political Prisoners, Torture and Byasil's Image Overseas. 
Tne Carding) saia chac @8 Yer ag he could tel. were were 
between 400 and 500 political prisoners in Brasil, A more 
precise figure was difficult to obtain, he explained, bee 
cause of differing definitions of what constituted a 

Litical prisoner, but he diemissed as G@Yoss exaggerations 
reports of thousands imprisoned for polaitéieal reasons. 


When eeked about the alleged torture of political prisoners 
indicet: %, @ithough torture st421 was 



















Cara’ that the President is clearly 
ed to tortures, but ontizm whether the 
President had issued en order specifically forbidding it. 
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During hie recent trips to the Vatican Dom Eugénio noted — 
that 7 torture a. was the pr mary cause of Braril’s 








dent and other governmental dele is, 
ficer asked Dom Bugé | 










The 
snio who he thought should 


Sorces would not tolerate foreign med= 
dling, Next, he said, he had serfously considered the pos- 
oe of the Courch’s' making the. eticn, but 


pec be performsd by a Brasilien govern= 
mengai entity, such as the Ministry of Justice or a court. 










ely thire had been somovhat more discusaica of birth 
control in Brazil and asked &f the Church's position on. 
the matter had chenged. Car Salles stated emphatical- 


we adinaZ : 
dy that 1% had not. He said that the Chuych’s position wes 





apes nature’, the Cardinal repised & he did net imo 
but that the Chureh viewed with favor medisal research 
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Beno rd fron eae Pope in which the lat ants axpressed his | 
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Forhaps contributing to the Cardinal's self confid ! 
perhaps de alg fren it is a lack of concern mo witty al- | 
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BPasi a 0 ricont che a Bugin2o 
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that Don Buctniols sack of r concern with 
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